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OD HAS SENT ME COINCIDENCE after coincidence to try 
to align my will with his.  In fact, I now call it “Godin-
cidence,” instead of “coincidence.”  “Godincidence” 
was very important to my conversion.  For example, 

I’ll never forget the time when my wife, Wendy, and I were 
house-hunting.  As we looked at the paper one Saturday 
morning, she said she wanted to make a little garden for 
Mary.  This, she said, was in thanksgiving for her finding a 
house for us.  We hadn’t found a house yet, but Wendy as-
sured me that Mary would help.  
Anyway, Wendy talked about 
what would be in the garden for 
Mary.  Roses, marigolds, lilies, 
and lady’s mantle.  “And if Mary 
wants anything else,” she added, 
“she’ll just have to tell me.”

“Gee, honey, that’s a great 
idea,” I said aloud.  Inside, what I was saying was more 
like, “Catholics are so weird.”  (I was a Unitarian Universal-
ist, and if I ever prayed, it started with something like:  “To 
Whom It May Concern…”)

A few minutes later, I went to check for the mail.  I looked 
through it as I walked back upstairs to our apartment, but I 
stopped midway up the stairs.  There, on the cover of Wen-
dy’s Catholic Digest magazine, was a blurb for the lead ar-
ticle:  Marian gardens.  When I got upstairs, I handed her 
the magazine, wordlessly.  After the necessary double-take, 
she opened to the article in question, where she saw a list of 
more than twenty-five plants suitable for Marian gardens.

“Oh,” Wendy said.  “I guess 
she wants a big garden.”

But “Godincidence” isn’t the 
only reason I converted.  Having 
been raised Unitarian Universal-
ist, I was taught that questioning is 
the road to spiritual growth.  All 
members are to find their own 
way to their own truth.  Critical 
thinking skills were drilled into 
me at church, at school, and at 
home.  As a teen, I had as much 
fun with logic as most of my peers 
had with football and basketball.  
I debated everyone (often to ex-

cess, I fear), and among my favorite hobbies was the process 
of reading essays and “tearing them up” by finding their il-
logical points.

I only started believing in God a few months after meet-
ing Wendy.  This didn’t actually change me very much; I 
continued to question pretty much everything, believing, as 
I once said in college, that “the search for truth is the glori-
fication of God.”

One day, having read a newspaper article that displayed 
an obvious bias, I decided to read 
Veritatis Splendor (“The Splendor 
of Truth”), an encyclical, or offi-
cial letter, by Pope John Paul II.  
That letter was the first thing I 
had ever read that I couldn’t pick 
apart.  Accepting the Pope’s set 
of givens, there were no logical 

flaws, no over-reaching statements, no self-contradictions.  
I was stunned.

“Maybe there is something to the Catholic stuff,” I thought.  
I started reading.  More encyclicals: same experience.  I got 
worried, and I decided to inoculate myself by reading the re-
ligious classics of the world:  the Koran, Upanishad, the Ana-
lects of Confucius.  I didn’t have the same experience at all; there 
were plenty of problems with all these works.  I tried read-
ing Protestant writings, both strict Lutheran and Evangelical 
theology, but I saw too many things that didn’t fit, too many 
times that the authors had to bend over backwards to make 
the Bible square with their interpretations.  I tried the theo-

logical writings of other Christian 
groups, and they seemed even 
worse; the authors seemed delib-
erately to choose their own views 
even when they differed from 
those clearly taught in the Bible.  
Even then, I somehow understood 
that for a group to be truly Chris-
tian, its doctrines could not con-
tradict the Bible.

I started studying Scripture, 
and I discovered how Catholic 
methods of Biblical interpretation 
differ from others.  To the Catho-
lic, Scripture is as literally correct 
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as the human writer intended it to be.  Sometimes, the writer 
was not trying to be historically accurate.  For example, the 
story of the seven days of creation in the book of Genesis is a 
description of God and his relationship with us, not a scientif-
ic document.  A few books, like Job, are technically fictional, 
but as divinely-inspired fiction, they tell us important theolog-
ical truths about God.  On the other hand, the historical accu-
racy of books that do claim to be literally true, like the Gospels 
or the stories of King David, is unimpeachable.  I found this 
method of interpretation much more compelling than the “ev-
ery-word-is-literally-true” position of “Bible Christians” or the 
“pick-and-choose” mentality of non-Bible Christians.

During this period of study, I asked my ever-patient wife 
question after question, reaching understanding on point af-
ter point:  the efficacy of prayer, the reality of objective good 
and evil, the history of the early Church, and, finally, several 
controversial teachings.  Eventually, I had to acknowledge 
that Catholicism was the only complete belief system or phi-
losophy I had run into that didn’t have internal contradic-
tions, gaping holes, or scientific inaccuracies.  The one thing 
I couldn’t accept was the divinity of Christ, the idea of Jesus 
as the only-begotten Son of God.  For some reason, I just 
couldn’t make that leap.  But I was still convinced enough to, 
one day, much to my own surprise, discover myself defend-
ing the Pope’s authority in a friendly debate with a Catho-
lic!  When I realized what I was doing, I turned to another 
friend and said, “Maybe I should go into RCIA.”  And so, 
without making any commitments, I entered the program 
at my wife’s parish.  Overall, the catechumenal process was 
unspectacular, except for one surpassing moment:  the mo-
ment when I was given the gift of faith.

An RCIA handout about Jesus’ mother Mary mentioned 
the story of the wedding feast at Cana.  I found the handout 
interesting enough to read the entire Gospel of John.  As I 
read, I noticed how Jesus got hungry, thirsty, even tired.  
Then St. John told the story of the woman at the well.  She 
said to Jesus, “I know that the Messiah is coming (he who is called 
Christ); when he comes, he will show us all things” (Jn 4:25).  Je-
sus replied to her, “I who speak to you am he” (Jn 4:26).  As I 
read those words, it was as though Jesus spoke directly to 
me:  “I am he.”  And at that moment, I fully believed.

Five months later, I officially entered into the family of 
God with Baptism, Confirmation, and the Eucharist.  In the 
seven and a half years since then, I’ve sought to go ever 
deeper in my life of faith, culminating most recently with my 
profession as a Third Order Dominican (tertiaries follow the 
spirituality of St. Dominic in the secular world).  The Do-
minicans’ motto?  Veritas — “truth.”  I still believe that “the 
search for truth is the glorification of God” — it’s a very Do-
minican idea.

I recently celebrated my birthday, but my real age is irrel-
evant.  At this point, I’m really just a seven-and-a-half year 
old kid, a kid who still needs continual instruction to remind 
him what’s important.  I always will, for some things never 
change, no matter how old you get.

Another thing that hasn’t changed is that I still question 
authority.  I used to do it as a challenge.  But now, I ques-
tion for the right reason:  because I want to know the an-
swers, and I know that God’s instrument of authority — the 
Church — has those answers.  I’m hungry for more, ever 
more, of the real, lasting, and perfect truth taught by God’s 
Church.

“Catholicism was the only complete belief system or philosophy I had run into  
that didn’t have internal contradictions, gaping holes, or scientific inaccuracies.”
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*The initials “T.O.P.” designate the Dominican order and stand for “Third Order of Preachers.”
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