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HROUGHOUT MY LIFE and to 
this day, I have always be-
lieved that, although we 
may not know it in advance, 

God has a plan for all of us and, he 
will reveal it to us at the right time.

I was baptized, confirmed, and 
raised Episcopalian.  As a family, 
we attended church regularly but 
I came away from that experience 
with the feeling that attending 
church was more what people did 
socially on Sunday mornings than 
the true desire to worship God.  
As I became an adult and began 
working, I drifted away from at-
tending church regularly.  As the 
demands of my job increased, 
I used my work as an excuse to 
eventually stop attending at all.  
But although I had drifted away 
from Sunday worship, I had not 
ceased believing in God.  During 
this time, my future husband, Da-
vid, and I met on a blind date and, 
although we had only just met, we 
both felt as if we had known each 
other all our lives.  He had been 
raised a Catholic, but had fall-
en away from the practice of the 
faith by the time I met him and, consequently, we were mar-
ried in a civil ceremony.

Although my husband had been attending Mass by him-
self sporadically through the first eight years of our mar-
riage, when we moved to our current home in a new city, 
his close friend invited him to get more involved in the lo-
cal parish.  David really enjoyed it and was soon attending 
faithfully.  After about a year at our new parish, I decided to 
join him one Sunday morning out of a desire to experience 
the same peace and contentment 
he had found; as well, because of 
my love for him and for our mar-
riage, I joined him in Mass out 
of a desire to attend church to-

gether.  During Mass one Sunday 
about four months after that first 
visit to our parish, my thoughts 
drew me to one definite conclusion:  
to convert from Episcopalianism to 
Roman Catholicism.  Up until this 
time, I had only attended an Epis-
copal service on a couple of Easter 
Sundays, to which David had ac-
companied me.

At the time, my parents were 
both up in age and neither of them 
were in good health.  I knew I 
would not have them much lon-
ger and this prompted me to think 
about my own mortality and con-
template the hereafter.  I came to 
the conclusion that it no longer 
satisfied me just to attend church; 
I wanted to belong.  I realized this 
meant converting to Catholicism, 
but I had no reservations about 
my desire or my decision.  Da-
vid and I had been married nine 
years at this time and I wanted us 
to be able to receive the sacrament 
of the Eucharist together, to have 
our civil marriage blessed by the 
Church, and to further our com-
mitment to one another by wor-

shiping together.  I also wanted to be a part of this wonder-
ful, warm parish community that he had found.

Upon making my initial inquiry into RCIA instruc-
tion, the course of my conversation with the RCIA director 
brought up my God-given gift of floral design.  As it turned 
out, the woman who was in charge of the environmental 
ministry at the parish was looking to step back and had been 
hoping for someone to come along to take over that minis-
try from her.  I was able to work alongside this special wom-

an for a year before taking on 
the role of beautifying the par-
ish.  During that time, she and I 
found that we enjoyed each oth-
er’s company so much that she 
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“I came to the conclusion that it no 
longer satisfied me just to attend 

church; I wanted to belong.”

Statue of Christ blessing a saint, by Michelozzo, 1396-1472,  
on the exterior San Michele church in Florence, Italy



became my sponsor in the RCIA pro-
cess, as well.  What a joy for me to be 
able to put to use a talent I so enjoyed 
and perform this act of stewardship for 
God and my Church!

As the process continued through 
RCIA instruction and attending Mass 
on a regular basis, I found answers to 
questions in my heart I had never been 
able to resolve on my own.  In partic-
ular, I was able to shed myself of the 
anger and even hatred that I had long 
harbored towards my mother, but from 
which I had so desired to be free.  I 
deeply desired to forgive her, particu-
larly before she passed away.  The bur-
den of painful childhood memories and 
of wrongs I had committed were lift-
ed from me through my own prayers 
of petition to the Lord and through 
the intercession of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary for me to be healed of the burden 
of those painful memories.  My daily 
prayers of both thanks and contrition, 
and my deep devotion to the Holy Ro-
sary, help me keep focused on the light 
and gives me such an incredible sense 
of the peace of God.  I also learned 
through RCIA instruction and prayer 
the ability to open my mind and my heart, forgiving those I 
had so longed to be able to forgive.  After I was able to re-
ceive the Easter sacraments, particularly the sacrament of 
Reconciliation, I felt freed from my heavy, painful memories 
and free now to forgive and love those in my past.

The entire parish community has welcomed me, as they 
do everyone, with open arms.  Everyone is so kind and so 
generous with their time.  I also greatly value the pastor’s 

religious guidance, counsel and, more 
especially, his warm and loving friend-
ship.  The associate pastor is support-
ive, kind, and an important part of my 
religious life.

I thank God for the many bless-
ings he has bestowed upon me.  Prior 
to beginning RCIA, I always believed 
in the Holy Trinity but I had drifted 
away from attending church.  I now re-
alize my decision to convert was part 
of God’s plan for me — to give me a fu-
ture and a hope.  There exists an abun-
dance of gratitude in me for this gift of 
conversion, and the mere knowledge 
of this brings immeasurable peace and 
joy to my heart.  Faith has brought me 
through some deep personal loss this 
past year, and true belief in the knowl-
edge that God loves me and that he is 
always with me gives me the strength to 
carry on.  I have come home to where 
God, in his infinite wisdom, knew I be-
longed.  God guided me to the Church 
at a critical time in my life, for only he 
knew the difficult times that lay ahead 
for me.  Catholicism has enriched my 
spiritual life through the sacraments I 
have received and by my devotion to 

the Blessed Virgin Mary, on whose intercession and strength 
I rely.  Without God’s providential care and the help of his 
grace, I could not have shouldered the passing of my be-
loved father, whom I adored, or been able to resolve the is-
sues with my dear mother and forgive her before she passed 
on, as well.  He has also provided me with the opportunity 
to utilize the artistic talents he gave me through my work in 
our parish.  With God, nothing is impossible!

“After I was able to receive the Easter sacraments . . .  
I felt freed from my heavy, painful memories and free now  

to forgive and love those in my past.”
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