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WAS BORN in a home for unwed mothers and, after a 
time, was put in an orphanage in the hills of North 
Carolina.  I was one of seven who were considered 
orphans because no one ever came to visit.  Because 

I didn’t know anything else, I thought the orphanage was a 
good place to live, a good place to play.  There were eighty-
two kids to play with, from cradle to eighteen years old. 

The orphanage was more Southern Baptist than anything 
else.  As a child, I began learning the stories in the Bible 
and memorizing Scripture verses.  Because of this training, 
I have always believed 
in God and in his Son 
Jesus Christ.  We went 
to church on Sunday 
mornings and after-
noons and, on Thurs-
day nights, we had 
prayer meetings where 
I was introduced to 
praying on my knees.  
That’s something that 
now only happens in 
the Catholic Church, 
as far as I know.  Now, 
I don’t think there’s 
any chance at all of an 
Eliada Orphanage be-
ing part of Catholicism, 
but we did pray on our 
knees, and it’s some-
thing I liked.  Learning 
about Christ and what 
he had done for me demanded worship, and I think that 
worship can be best done on one’s knees.  The orphanage 
provided music for New Life Mission-type singing, and a 
group of us would go to the four missions in the Asheville 
area for derelicts, homeless, and winos.  I grew up singing 
anywhere I was allowed to sing.  I have been told many 
times that God had given me a talent for music and that I 
should use it for his glory, so I have continued singing to 
this day.

When I was eight years old, I got my first taste of what 
mountain Baptists think is Christianity.  The orphanage 
sponsored a two-week revival every summer.  A large open-

air auditorium was called the “sawdust trail,” because there 
was sawdust all over the place.  When the pastor would give 
the altar call, “I want everybody to come forward,” people 
would go.  I remember the revival sermon one night was 
not on the love of God, but on the fear of God.  The pastor 
told us, “You’re like a spider on a web, and you’re hang-
ing over a fire, and that web can break at any moment, and 
you can fall into the fire.”  I went up the sawdust trail that 
night.  A bunch of us kids went; we were crying, and we 
didn’t want to fall into the fires of hell.  I never forgot it, and 

it was many years later 
that I learned that this 
isn’t really the way it 
happens, because God 
is love.  God doesn’t 
want us to go to hell, 
so he’s not going to be 
hanging us out over 
the fires of hell on a lit-
tle string that can burn 
him too.

I met my biologi-
cal father when I was 
twelve years old.  He 
adopted me out of the 
orphanage, and I got 
a new name and a to-
tally new life experi-
ence.  It was probably 
six months or so before 
I found out that he was 
my father, and that he 

had lived seventeen miles away but had never come to see 
me.  Yet I didn’t have the capacity to really be angry at him; 
I just thought this is the way the world worked. 

My father was very active in the Baptist church in Can-
ton, North Carolina, and sang in the choir, and I also joined 
the choir.  Bible reading, singing hymns, and spending most 
Sundays in Church was the norm.  I grew in my relation-
ship with the Bible, but not in my relationship with Christ.  
When I had been out of the orphanage for four months, I 
was baptized into the Baptist Church in Canton.  I did this 
as a public acceptance of my belief in God the Father, God 
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  But I did this just be-
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“I grew in my relationship with the Bible,  
but not in my relationship with Christ.”



cause it was expected of me.  I actually thought it was kind 
of a joke, because I didn’t know anything about it; it was 
just something that was a rite of passage, and it didn’t really 
mean anything to me.  I don’t recall anything in my lifestyle 
or attitude changing because of my Baptism.

Two years later, I met my biological mother.  She told me 
that she hadn’t been capable of taking care of me which, un-
der the circumstances, was true, for she had five more chil-
dren after me, by four men.  One of the reasons that I am so 
against abortion is because I could have been aborted, very 
easily, without thought.  
I don’t know why my 
mother chose to let me 
and my siblings live.  I 
tell this only as part of 
my story, not because I 
have any animosity to-
ward anybody concern-
ing it.  It’s life; it hap-
pens every day.

But while this was 
going on, I was try-
ing to find out, what 
is Christianity?  What 
am I really supposed 
to be doing?  When I 
was sixteen, I had had 
enough of trying to ad-
just to family life, and 
ran away from home.  The only place I knew to run to were 
some friends of Dad’s family.  Within twelve hours, my Dad 
came, picked me up, and said, “Well, we’ll have to try to get 
along a little better.”  But it didn’t work, and I left again.  I 
stayed in Canton, sleeping on the street, in school buses, and 
just anywhere I could get a place to lay my head.  And of 
course I had a meal in school, so I wasn’t starving to death.

Someone told me about some ladies who were very involved 
in the local Methodist church.  The lady that I went to talk to 
was the choir director.  I talked to her about my situation, and 
she said, “Well, you can come stay at our house this evening, 
and then we’ll discuss it.”  Elizabeth, a schoolteacher, lived 
with her mother and grandmother in a house by themselves.  I 
was always able to get along with people, and I got along with 
them, and they liked me, so they gave me a place to stay.  These 
ladies are all gone now.  I consider them true Christians.  More 
than my biological family, they were my family, because they 
took care of me, gave me love, and gave me the spiritual guid-
ance that I needed as a young kid.  Until just a couple years ago 
when the house was sold, theirs was my home.

I left Canton to go to Berea College in Kentucky because 
these women wanted me to become a minister.  I found out, 
after a year, that this wasn’t my calling.  I didn’t have a prob-
lem with school; I just wasn’t serious about becoming a pas-
tor.  I liked to sing; I sang for weddings and funerals, and 
sang in the choir, and did the Messiah a few times, and did 
a lot of singing in the local area.

But although being a minister fell by the wayside, even 
then, I had this gnawing sense that things just weren’t right.  
When I was twenty, I became involved for the first time 

with a Catholic fami-
ly.  The first Mass I at-
tended was like step-
ping into a new strange 
world.  The Mass was 
in Latin and there were 
no hymns and no con-
gregational singing 
but, instead, music that 
I didn’t understand.  I 
left the Mass in disbe-
lief that anyone would 
want to be a Catholic.  
I recall questioning my 
girlfriend at the time 
about the Mass.  Her 
answer was that she 
had been brought up as 
a Catholic, and that was 

that.  I never questioned her again, because she said, “You 
are a Protestant, you wouldn’t understand anyway.”

When I was twenty-four, I married a non-practicing 
Catholic.  I recall going through Catholic marriage prepa-
ration, saying what I was supposed to say, and just want-
ing to get it all over with.  At the same time, my family was 
very unhappy that I wanted to marry a Catholic, and when 
I mentioned that she wasn’t really a practicing Catholic, it 
only made things worse.  My marriage didn’t last long, not 
because of religious differences, but because we practiced 
no Christianity at all.

When I was forty-one, I met Jo, a practicing Catholic.  I 
was hesitant about getting involved because of my past his-
tory, but I think that God had his own ideas on the direction 
I needed to go.  A few years later, we were married in a Prot-
estant church and then, after Jo’s annulment was approved, 
in a Catholic church.  Jo continued going to the Catholic 
church, and I continued going to the Protestant church that 
I had been attending.  There were times she would go to 
church with me, and later tell me that there was nothing 

“I was literally brought to my knees by my 
new understanding of the true word of God.”
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there for her.  Then I would go to Mass with her, and not 
understand anything about the Mass.  I had no desire to 
become a Catholic; I didn’t know anything about Catholi-
cism and didn’t want to know anything about it.  And be-
cause I couldn’t understand the Mass, I didn’t intend to get 
interested.  Yet one of the things that always endeared me 
to the Mass was kneeling in reverence to God.  Most of my 
life while praying at home, I have prayed 
on my knees.  I never understood why 
the Protestant churches I worshipped in 
rarely or never knelt while praying.

I continued to be unhappy, not with 
my day-to-day life, but with my spiritual 
life.  Jo and I developed a friendship with 
some musicians in the area who were very 
active in the Grace Brethren church.  I 
talked with them a lot about what I was 
missing.  There was an emptiness, even 
though I had a lovely wife and was doing well.

Out of convenience because St. Mary’s, Jo’s church, 
was five minutes from our home, I started going regular-
ly to Mass with Jo.  About this time the church hired an 
outstanding organist and choir director.  He heard me sing 
once, or somebody told him he needed to talk to me, and the 
first thing I knew, I had joined the choir.  I didn’t know it 
at the time, but this was the beginning of my conversion to 
Catholicism.  For ten years, I sat in the choir, looking out at 
the congregation and watching the ritual of the Mass — not 
understanding it, but learning the particulars of the Mass.  I 
had been used to somebody getting up and preaching hell-
fire and damnation, and to altar calls, and to 
everything else that the Baptist church does.  
Many times I asked Jo, “What in the world 
brings people to St. Mary’s?  Why, at every 
Mass, is the church full?”  The sermon or 
homily was rarely exciting or anything 
you would want to say an “amen” to.  
Through these same years my wife 
never encouraged me to become an 
active participant in the Mass, but 
did say in no uncertain terms that I 
could not participate in Communion.  
I really believed that Jesus told us to 
eat his flesh and drink his blood, but 
to me Communion was a symbol, not 
the real thing.

At the age of sixty-one, I went with 
Jo to a Bible study taught by the Di-
rector of Religious Education at St. 

Mary’s.  I was so impressed by his knowledge of the Bible 
that I continued going to his classes until they were finished 
for the season.  Shortly thereafter, Jo told me that the same 
DRE was starting a class called RCIA.  My attitude at the 
time was, “Why not?”  That was a new beginning.  I found 
what I had been looking for, all those years.

RCIA taught me how little I knew about the Bible.  Al-
though I was familiar with the books of 
the Bible, and much of the content of the 
Bible, I was ignorant of the depth and re-
ality of the true word of God.  When I first 
started, I asked a lot of questions, because 
I couldn’t believe what I was hearing.  Ev-
ery question I asked trying to invalidate 
what the DRE was teaching, and validate 
what I had been taught and learned on my 
own, was answered by the Catholic un-
derstanding of the Bible.  I was literally 

brought to my knees by my new understanding of the true 
word of God.  It was an awesome, eye-opening experience.  
After a while, instead of asking questions, I wrote them down 
and went home, and Jo and I would look them up in the Bi-
ble and found the answers ourselves.  This was an awaken-
ing.  It is not true that you can’t teach old dogs new tricks, be-
cause I learned a lot just by reading the Bible.  In my former 
life as a Protestant, there were many things that were glossed 
over, many things that were skipped over, many parts of the 
Bible that were never talked about.  For example, the inter-
action between us as humans and Mary was something that 

was never talked about — something that wouldn’t 
be accepted, and is not accepted now.  I had to 

come to a class like this to understand where 
Mary fits in my life.  It’s been an incredible 
revelation.  Protestant churches talk about 

saints and angels but, in RCIA, I found 
out what saints and angels are really all 

about.  I know more about the Trin-
ity now than I ever knew in my whole 
Christian life.  The RCIA process also 
introduced me to a whole new set of 
friends:  team members, sponsors, and 
those who, like me, were there to learn 
more about the Catholic Church.

The time finally came when I was 
asked to consider taking the necessary 
steps forward to being accepted into 
the Catholic Church with the others 
in my RCIA group.  I still had many 
doubts as to whether I really wanted 

The Holy Family in Bethlemem,  
by Michelangelo Buonarroti, 1475-1564
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“I believe wholly  
that Christ died  
for me, and why  
he died for me,  

and all that results 
from this belief.” 



to become a Catholic.  I knew that my family and friends out-
side the Catholic faith would never understand my conver-
sion, and I didn’t know if I understood just what I was doing.  
I did know that I wanted to be able to explain to my Prot-
estant friends why I became a Catholic.  I also experienced 
efforts by Satan to put every obstacle in my path; he knew 
my weaknesses and exploited them to the maximum.  I re-
member asking for God’s help in making 
this decision.  As I sat in the choir dur-
ing the Easter Vigil, and watched some 
of my new friends being accepted into the 
Catholic Church, I knew that I wanted to 
be there with them, but that I wasn’t yet 
ready.  One of my biggest battles with 
myself was how I was going to confess 
the horrendous sins that I had commit-
ted, knowing that God already knew but 
also knowing that I had never told these things to any mortal.  
I also had a huge problem with forgiveness.  How does one 
forgive someone who I thought was evil, who had cruelly hurt 
my father and stepmother?  I finally came to understand that 
God would forgive me, and that my sins against him were far 
worse than whatever evil had been done to me.

About the middle of the following August, I realized that 
I was, finally, ready to become a Catholic.  The veil that Sa-
tan had put before my eyes was lifted.  The DRE cleared the 
way to my becoming a Catholic immediately.  On August 29, 
2003, the feast of St. John the Baptist, I was conditionally 
baptized, and had my first real communion with God.  When 
I received the Eucharist for the first time, I knew that I was 
healed and that something wonderful had happened to me.  
At sixty-three years of age, I was overcome by tears when I 
consumed the Body and Blood of Christ.

Once I accepted Catholicism, once I really believed 
that this is where I should be walking and this is a life that 
I should choose, my journey was over.  Once I actually 
came into the Catholic Church, I said, “Lord, I’m here, 
and I love it.”  It has changed me inside.  I believe wholly 
that Christ died for me, and why he died for me, and all 
that results from this belief.  I have become much closer 

to Christ as a Catholic.  I have become 
much closer to my wife as a Catho-
lic.  Prior to my becoming a Catho-
lic, Jo and I rarely prayed together.  
Now we read the Bible together and 
pray together all the time.  We pray 
the Rosary and go to Eucharistic Ado-
ration together.  We do things togeth-
er in Christ’s name that we never did 
before.  Our new faith has made our 

marriage much stronger and more loving.  The part that 
I don’t like is, the more I try to become Christ-like, the 
more temptations I have, the more things that come up, 
the more things I have to pray about.  I pray all the time!  
I pray while I’m driving; I pray at night, lying in bed; I 
pray during the day, for no reason and for every reason.  
This helps me focus on my Christianity.  I never did this 
as a Protestant.

I know that I am not worthy, but I also know that God 
forgives us all through his Son’s death on the cross.  It’s such 
an overwhelming acceptance of the love of God, and the love 
of Christ and what he’s done for us — done for me:  “Great-
er love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends” (Jn 15:13).  My friend is Jesus, and I know that he 
laid down his life for me.  And I’m going to give him every-
thing that I have. 
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“I know that Jesus laid 
down his life for me.  
And I’m going to give 

him everything  
that I have.”
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