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GREW UP hearing many negative things about Catho-
lics and the Catholic faith, and I believed most of them.  
My family attended a non-denominational charismat-
ic church, and I was quite active in the youth group.  

When I became a little older, I also joined a youth group 
comprised of students from local high schools.  A few of my 
friends in these groups had grown up Catholic, but became 
Protestant when they decided to commit their lives more 
fully to Christ.

It was only upon entering college that I met people who 
were both committed Christians and Catholic.  Their Chris-
tian experience was similar to mine:  they talked about evan-
gelism and had the sort of spiritual life that I wanted to model.  
During my freshman year, I joined an ecumenical Christian 
group, through which I made many Catholic friends.  I also 
attended another student group affiliated with the Assem-
blies of God Church.  I eventually realized that I couldn’t 
attend weekly meetings and Bible 
studies for both groups and still 
do well in school.  I knew I had to 
choose between the two before the 
beginning of my sophomore year.  
I chose the ecumenical fellowship 
because my closest relationships 
were with people in that group.  At 
the time, I felt as though I should 
base my decision on a more “spir-
itual” reason, but I now see that 
God used those friends to help me 
make positive changes and to draw 
me to the Catholic Church. 

Although I was impressed with 
my Catholic friends’ devotion to 
and love for the Catholic Church, I 
don’t know if I would have consid-
ered becoming Catholic had I not 
started seriously dating a Catholic 
man (now my husband).  Catholi-
cism meant much more to him than 
my church meant to me, and there 
was no question in my mind that if 
we were to marry, I would become 
Catholic.  As we became more se-
rious, I began to think more about 

whether I should become Catholic.  However, though I was 
considering Catholicism because I was in this relationship, I 
did not want to become Catholic based solely on my desire 
to marry this man.

For a long time I prayed that God would show me wheth-
er he wanted me to convert. I talked with Catholic friends, 
read Catholic books, and attended Mass.  I felt sure that 
God had some plan in mind that eventually he would reveal 
to me, if I worked hard and prayed enough about it.

As I was praying one day, I suddenly understood that 
whether or not I should become Catholic was my choice.  
All along, I had approached this decision as a question of 
abstractly discerning right from wrong.  However, I began 
to see that God wanted me to make the choice based on 
what I knew about the Catholic Church and felt to be right 
for my spiritual life.  This immediately made sense to me:  I 
would make a much better Catholic if I joined the Catho-

lic Church because I freely chose 
to do so, rather than because I felt 
obligated to “do the right thing.”  
What a joy and relief this discov-
ery was, after months of agonizing 
over my decision.

I chose the Catholic Church and 
completed the RCIA.  My husband 
and I were married the first avail-
able weekend after my reception 
into the Catholic Church.  It was 
important to both of us to wait un-
til I was Catholic and could share 
in the Eucharist when we were 
married.

The more I learn about the 
Catholic Church, the more I enjoy 
being a part of it.  Soon after our 
marriage, my husband and I began 
serving as sacristans in our parish.  
We both enjoyed this activity.  I 
had no trouble accepting the truth 
about the Eucharist being the real 
Body and Blood of Christ and the 
need for the sacrament of Confes-
sion.  Other doctrines were more 
difficult for me to believe, but as I 
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“As I was praying one day, 
I suddenly understood that 

whether or not I should become 
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am open to the wisdom of the Church, I continue to grow 
in my faith.

I am overwhelmed by God’s faithfulness.  When I decid-
ed to convert there was still a great deal of mystery.  How 
would life as a Catholic work for me spiritually?  I knew the 
Catholic faith was correct, that the Church’s doctrine was 
true, but I still wondered how my decision would affect my 
spiritual life — my relationship with Christ.  Eight years lat-
er, I can say that God has done great things in my spiritual 
life.  I know him more deeply than ever.  I never expected 
the many gifts and blessings that have come to me through 
the sacraments, especially the Eucharist, and the Church’s 
teaching.  My husband and I have embraced Catholic teach-

ing on family life and now we are the happy parents of four 
children, and we are doing our best to raise them as faithful 
sons and daughters of God.  My life is fuller and richer now 
than I ever dreamed.  When I became Catholic, I felt like I 
was giving my whole life to God and trusting his goodness.  
Our Lord does not disappoint.

I’ve heard stories of many people for whom conversion 
to Catholicism resulted in adversity from family and friends.  
My decision was difficult for my parents.  In particular, my 
mother expressed her struggles with my conversion.  Un-
fortunately, some people in my parents’ church viewed a 
conversion to Catholicism as detrimental to one’s spiritual 
life.  It was hard on me to know that my conversion put my 
parents in some uncomfortable situations.  However, God 
enabled my parents to have some peace about my conver-
sion, in spite of their initial anxiety.  They were able to talk 
with a few others who had children who became Catho-
lic.  These friends shared positive results in their own chil-
dren’s lives as a result of their decision to become Catholic.  
Over the past years, the difficulties and challenges that I 
faced with my parents have largely evaporated.  As God has 
poured out his grace on our family life, we have been able 
to bear witness to the tremendous blessings that come from 
being members of the Catholic Church.  My parents have 
seen my family bear witness to the fruits of the Holy Spir-
it, and they are delighted.  They constantly remind us how 
proud they are of our parenting and the decisions we’ve 
made with respect to raising our family.  I can honestly say 
I no longer worry about how my parents view my decision, 
because they no longer seem to worry about it.  They have 
seen the deepening of my relationship with Christ, and they 
are thankful for it.

Simply put, God is faithful.  His call to me was to make 
a hard decision freely, because I trusted him and wanted to 
know him in a deeper way.  God made good on his invita-
tion.  I am more deeply in love with Christ than ever, be-
cause I responded to his call.

“When I became Catholic,  
I felt like I was giving my whole life  
to God and trusting his goodness.   
Our Lord does not disappoint.”J
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