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N MY CHILDHOOD, I was bap-
tized in the United Church 
of Christ, attended Sunday 
school classes, and attended 
Sunday services with my par-

ents.  Despite this religious back-
ground, my life became complete-
ly void of God and his teachings 
after graduating from high school 
and attending four years of college.  
At the time, God did not seem im-
portant to me but, as I look back 
on this period in my life, any com-
mitment to God and prayer would 
have made a tremendous differ-
ence in my life.

The commitment to God did not 
happen overnight.  I eventually 
married a lifelong Catholic named 
Judy and between us we had the 
responsibility of holding two fami-
lies together — she had three chil-
dren and I had two from previous 
marriages.  Judy was, even at the 
time, fairly committed to her faith, 
but I really felt “out of it” with little 
or no religious commitment myself, 
since leaving home.  Somehow, 
however, I knew deep down that 
prayer and God would (and did!!) make an important and 
critical difference in meshing our families.

As I started attending Sunday Mass with Judy, I came to 
the realization that I did not know anything about the Cath-
olic faith.  Someone told me about RCIA, but I was afraid to 
make a commitment because there were things in my past 
that needed to be resolved.  What it came down to was not 
really believing at the time that I could be forgiven for past 
sins in my life with which I still occasionally struggled.  My 
wife had her own struggles as she took the lead to begin ad-

dressing the problem of her previ-
ous divorce and our non-sacramen-
tal marriage.  Desiring to participate 
fully in the practice of her faith, she 
began the necessary steps towards 
resolution.

I was really inspired by her ex-
ample and it made me realize the im-
portance of the Church for our mar-
riage and family.  Consequently,  I 
slowly began looking into Catholi-
cism, including beginning to work 
my way through the annulment pro-
cess for my own previous marriage.  
During this process, I had the plea-
sure of discussing with a religious 
sister in the Rapid City diocesan of-
fice my fears about being able to be 
forgiven, as well as my ability to live 
as a Catholic.  Because of some of 
the things she said, I made up my 
mind to find out more about the 
Catholic faith — that maybe there 
was something to what she told me 
about faith and God.

During this period, my wife and 
I became much more regular in our 
Sunday Mass attendance.  I must 
admit, I still felt out of place!  I 

wanted to be part of what was happening during Mass, but 
did not feel right being there.  Although God was beginning 
to awaken my heart to the Catholic faith, I was still too un-
sure to begin RCIA.

After a year, our annulments were finally approved and 
we were able to receive the grace of the sacrament of Matri-
mony.  After being civilly married for fifteen years, my wife 
and I said our marriage vows again — this time with a priest 
presiding.  Afterwards, I realized how much I loved our mar-
riage and how comfortable I was in it.  That led to a sense 
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of anticipation regarding the next opportunity to 
go to Mass and suddenly I was aware that I 
really wanted to join the Catholic Church.  I 
will never forget the first Mass we attended 
after my wife was able to go back to Com-
munion.  She participated in the Eucharist 
while I watched, thinking that this too could 
happen for me.  Even though during Mass I 
still felt like an outsider, things were taking 
place of which I had no idea — not what, 
where, why, when, or how!

I decided to attend RCIA with the un-
derstanding that I could quit at any time.  
At the very first meeting, I felt very much 
like a fish out of water.  My only salvation 
at this point was my wife, who was there to 
support me. After several sessions I started 
feeling more at ease, thanks to the support 
of my sponsor and the RCIA leader. 

We covered a tremendous amount of 
material on the Church’s teachings and on 
the Bible, but I also learned a lot from the 
RCIA team members, who were faithful 
Christians and who related their experienc-
es and opened up their lives to me.  It did not take long for 
me to realize that these people really did care about me, were 
genuinely concerned about my faith, and, above all, treated 
me with respect.  There were issues with which I had to deal, 
such as the Church’s teachings on birth control and abor-
tion; there were obstacles which I had to overcome, such 
as not wanting to let go of my Protestant roots while at the 
same time yearning to become a Catholic; and there were 
challenges to which I had to rise, such as attending all the 
RCIA sessions and making it to Sunday Mass every week 
while meeting my daily commitments to work and family.  I 
learned that there are no substitutes for commitment, or for 
prayer.  In our society today, we become so involved and 
busy that we tend to leave no time for our faith.  During my 
conversion, I found 
it easier to deal with 
all the difficulties of 
life and business in 
general because I 

made prayer part of my life, even if only for a 
few minutes a day.  Commitment and prayer 

opened up a new life for me and my family; 
I have RCIA to thank for that.

Even my golf game changed as a result 
of my conversion!  Yelling, screaming, 
throwing clubs, pouting, and using pro-
fanity — that used to be me.  I now have 
a very different outlook on golf, and even 
enjoy the game much more than I did be-
fore (something my wife insists is not pos-
sible!).  You need to understand that my 
new faith has not made me a better golfer 
in terms of score, but it has had an effect 
in terms of enjoying the game and the com-
panionship of friends. 

My conversion started when I was 
ready to accept Christ into my life and re-
ally make a commitment to him.  I did not 
know what I was missing before; I really 
did not understand what the Christian life 
was all about.  RCIA taught me and led 
me to an understanding of Christianity and 
brought me to real faith in Christ.

I will never forget being confirmed and receiving First 
Communion during the Easter Vigil.  I made the sign of the 
cross and had tears in my eyes.  I participated in the Eucha-
rist for the first time and was so nervous that I did not know 
if my legs would follow my body!  Since then, my wife and I 
have become more active in our church, and I have a strong 
devotion to the Eucharist. 

Many people become faithful or more faithful after a trau-
matic experience in their life.  I now see that God did that for 
my wife and me.  He took our painful past experiences and 
healed them through the ministry of the Church.  In my case, 
he used my wife and her example to show me the way back 
to him.  Faith and prayer are now part of my daily life and 
are there to guide me.  My wife was instrumental in making 

me realize that I need-
ed God, and RCIA 
helped bring me closer 
to him as a member of 
the Catholic Church.

“I participated in the Eucharist for the first time 
and was so nervous that I did not know  

if my legs would follow my body!”

“There are no substitutes for commitment, or for prayer.  In our society today,  
we become so involved and busy that we tend to leave no time for our faith.”

The Light of the World,  
by William Holman Hunt, 1827-1910
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