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HE HISTORY OF MY JOURNEY began being raised in a 
Methodist household.  My mother made sure that 
we went to church, but I was never baptized.  My 
father believed faith decisions should be made by 

me when old enough to understand.  I spent several years 
searching during junior high and high school, and joined a 
Bible study based in Calvinism.  Through that experience, 
I learned how to study Scripture and wasn’t afraid to delve 
into it.  The biggest weakness in 
those years of my journey was 
that Calvinism tends to focus on 
the fear of God.  While fear of 
God is valid, I felt it alone was 
empty.

Subsequently, I fell away, fo-
cusing on “me” and my wants, 
justified as needs.  I finished col-
lege, started a career, and was on my way.  I thought about 
returning to the Methodist church, and did once or twice, 
but found myself somewhat ambivalent.  I believed in God, 
felt his presence and trusted him in some way at this time, 
but really didn’t have much of a relationship with him.

Then I met Charlie.  He was a “cradle Catholic” and very 
devoted to the Church.  The irony is that his faith was strong, 
but he knew very 
little about Scrip-
ture and could not 
answer my many 
questions.  He 
felt very strongly 
about raising chil-
dren Catholic.  I 
couldn’t agree 
to such a big de-
cision without 
knowing more 
about the Church.  
So the next en-
deavor was an in-
formation search, 
the root of which 
was my previous 
belief that Cath-
olics were lost.  

That is a fairly common feeling among Protestants, rein-
forced by Catholics’ inability to verbalize their beliefs and 
support those beliefs with Scripture.

About nine years ago, while we were still dating but 
thinking about marriage, Charlie suggested that I meet with 
his pastor, who could help answer some of my questions.  In 
my mind, I thought I would put him to the test.  NOT!  The 
priest gently (and patiently) suggested that RCIA would 

help answer my questions.  At 
no point did I expect to convert 
by entering the process; I was 
“just gathering information.”

But God knew my heart and 
had that all worked out.  I had 
just missed the beginning of the 
current class and so the RCIA 
director arranged for two special 

ladies to meet with me and another candidate to begin to study 
Catholicism.  I started to see the love of God through faithful 
Catholics like Belle and Teresita.  That is what had been miss-
ing in my previous studies.  They didn’t have to bang on a pul-
pit, but only to share and to gently open their hearts so I could 
witness the emulation of God’s love in them.

As I became part of the RCIA group, the experience 
of love just con-
tinued to grow.  
To my surprise, 
my relationship 
with Charlie re-
ally deepened; he 
was eager to hear 
what I was learn-
ing and we re-
viewed the mate-
rial together.  His 
faith really be-
gan to grow.  We 
were sharing our 
faith and commit-
ment and opening 
our hearts to God 
together.  One of 
my fondest recol-
lections is of the 
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“I believed in God, felt his presence 
and trusted him in some way  

at this time, but really didn’t have 
much of a relationship with him.”



Rite of Scrutiny during Lent where we literally knocked 
on the doors of the church to come in.  That symbolism 
is deep.  We opened our hearts, and God gently moved 
in for a gradual transformation.  Sometimes I 
think that, if we are listening for the knock 
or guidance of varying forms, it feels gen-
tle.  But other times, God is more direct 
in getting our attention.  My theory is that 
we need to listen more!

The parish is our home now.  Charlie and I were mar-
ried there, I was baptized there, and our three children 
were baptized there.  It is such a special place.   Mem-
ories of the Easter Vigil Mass still bring tears to my 
eyes.  In a way, my father gave me a gift by delaying 
my Baptism.  I truly appreciate God’s gifts.  Becom-
ing Catholic revealed the emptiness in my previous 
way of life.  The kindness and love in our home and 

our church community are so rich that they strengthen 
and guide us in daily challenges.  Becoming Catholic 
has also opened us to the graces to receive the bless-

ing of three kids in three years!  God has truly 
blessed us in so many ways.  We couldn’t 

do it without him.
When asked to write this I felt inad-

equate and unworthy, but the more I re-
flected on it the more I realized that RCIA is 

a “process” for a reason.  It isn’t an overnight thing, 
but a lifetime process of learning and growing in God.  
Sharing my story didn’t mean I had to be perfect or the 
story had to be perfect; it is the beginning of a jour-
ney.  I thank God every day for the gift of my family, 
a God-centered family.  The comfort and strength 
he provides through his unconditional love guide us 

through decisions and difficulties, big and small.

“I started to see the love of God through faithful Catholics like Belle and Teresita.”

“RCIA isn’t an overnight thing, but a lifetime process of 
learning and growing in God.”
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