
CELEBRATION OF THE RITE OF WELCOMING 

BAPTIZED WHO ARE PREPARING FOR CONFIRMATION AND/OR EUCHARIST OR RECEPTION INTO  

THE FULL COMMUNION OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 

1) SIGN OF THE CROSS AND GREETING 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  R. Amen. 

The Lord be with you. R. And with your Spirit.  

Dear friends, the Church joyfully welcomes today those who, already one with us by baptism, now wish to complete their 

initiation through the Sacrament of Confirmation being received into the full communion of the Catholic Church.  

We give thanks and praise to God who has led them by various paths to oneness in faith. My dear candidates, you are 

welcomed in the name of Christ.  Please stand with your sponsor or parent. 

 

2) QUESTIONS FOR THE CANDIDATES FOR FULL COMMUNION 

Celebrant:  Candidates for post-baptismal catechesis, what do you ask of God’s Church? 

Celebrant recites and Candidates respond as a group:  

R. To be accepted (repeat) 

as a candidate (repeat) 

for catechetical instruction (repeat) 

leading to reception (repeat) 

into the full communion (repeat) 

of the Catholic Church. (repeat) 

Celebrant: What does this period of formation offer you? 

R. A fuller sharing (repeat) 

in the life of the Church. (repeat) 

 

3) CANDIDATES’ DECLARATION OF INTENT 

The celebrant addresses the candidates for full communion. 

Those of you who seek to be received into the full communion of the Catholic Church, are you prepared to listen to the 

apostle’s instruction, gather with us for prayer, and join us in the love and service of others? 

Candidates: R. I am. 

 



4) AFFIRMATION BY THE SPONSORS AND THE ASSEMBLY 

Sponsors, you now present these candidates to us. Are you, and all who are gathered about us, ready to help these candidates 

follow Christ? 

All: R. We are.  

With hands joined the celebrant says: 

Father of mercy, we thank you for these your servants. You have sought and summoned them in many ways, and they have 

turned to seek you. You have called them today, and they have answered in our presence. We praise you, Lord, and we bless 

you. 

5) SIGNING OF THE FOREHEAD OF THE CANDIDATES 

The Celebrant speaks to the candidates and their sponsors in these or similar words: 

Candidates, with your sponsor, receive the sign of your new way of life.  

Please turn and face one another. The candidates turn to their sponsors and sign a cross on their foreheads as the celebrant says: 

Receive the cross on your forehead. It is Christ himself who now strengthens you with this sign of his love. Learn to know 

him and follow him. 

While the ears are being signed, the celebrant says: 

Receive the sign of the cross on your ears, that you may hear the voice of the Lord. 

While the eyes are being signed: 

Receive the sign of the cross on your eyes, that you may see the glory of God. 

While the lips are being signed: 

Receive the sign of the cross on your lips, that you may respond to the word of God. 

While the heart is being signed: 

Receive the sign of the cross over your heart, that Christ may dwell there by faith. 

While the hands are being signed:  

Receive the sign of the cross on your hands, that Christ may be known in the work which you do. 

The celebrant alone makes the sign of the cross over all the candidates at once: 

I sign you with the sign of eternal life in the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit.  

Candidates: Amen.  

6) CONCLUDING PRAYER 

The Celebrant concludes the signing of the forehead and senses with the following prayer: 

Let us pray. Almighty God, by the cross and resurrection of your Son you have given life to your people. Your servants have 

received the sign of the cross: make them living proof of its saving power and help them to persevere in the footsteps of 

Christ. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  R. Amen. 


