
Lesson 16: Jesus and His Disciples  

Very early in his public ministry, Jesus calls disciples to himself.  But, after some time, Jesus chooses 

twelve from among his disciples to become Apostles. Mark tells us that Jesus appointed them to be 

Apostles so “that they might be with him and he might send them forth and preach” (Mk 3:14). Jesus 

wants to be present to everyone, but he has become human, which means he has human limits.  He can 

only be in so many places at once and be with so many people. His heart was moved by the crowds, who 

needed to meet God’s presence in a human face. And so to offer such an encounter to as many people 

as possible, he summoned Apostles from his disciples. As the Father sent him, so he would send them. 

As the Father bestowed authority on Jesus, Jesus would bestow his authority on the Apostles. He 

commanded them to do the very same things that he was doing: “Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse 

lepers, drive out demons” (Mt 10:1). In a mysterious way, they would be the presence of Jesus in the 

towns and villages where they were sent.  Jesus sent his disciples and his apostles out two by two. Each 

of them served as a reminder of Christ’s presence to the other.  

The Holy Spirit  

It is significant the Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit when he saw that his presence had been multiplied 

through his disciples and his divinity had been revealed to them.  

It is the Holy Spirit who makes Jesus present in the flesh. Remember the Annunciation? (Read if you 

need to.) The Blessed Virgin Mary asked how it could be that the Son of the Most High would take flesh 

in her womb, and Gabriel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you” (Lk 1:35). The Holy Spirit came 

upon Mary, and the Word became flesh.  

At Pentecost, the Apostles were completely transformed by the descent of the Holy Spirit, and thus the 

Church, was born.  

Read Acts 2:1-4 

Jesus’ Apostles and disciples extended the presence of Jesus into the towns they went. Jesus rejoiced 

that the Father had willed to pout out the Holy Spirit so abundantly that Jesus could be encountered by 

so many people across the world.  

Jesus spoke about this mystery in the Gospel of John when he said to the Apostles at the last supper, 

“Amen, Amen, I say to you, whoever believes in me will do the works that I do, and will do greater ones 

than these, because I am going to the Father… And I will ask the Father, and he will give you Another 

advocate to be with you always, the Spirit of truth” (John 14:12, 16).  

How can believers do greater works than Jesus? When Jesus, who is fully divine, bring God’s healing to 

the world it is wonderous; but when an ordinary person, a sinner like you and me, becomes the bearer 

of God’s healing presence through belonging to Christ, it is even more unexpected. God’s generosity and 

desire to be with us extends beyond the time and place of the first coming of Christ in the flesh. Jesus 

doesn’t just come, he promises to remain. He doesn’t want to work alone; he wants to work with us and 

through us, in a cooperation and communion that we could never have asked for or imagined.  

When Jesus sent his Apostles out he told them, “Do not go into pagan territory, or enter a Samaritan 

town. Go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matthew 10:5-6).  



As Jesus chose Jewish Apostles to be his presence among the Jews, he will choose a Samaritan and a 

Gentile to make his presence known in Samaria and in Gentile territory.  

The Samaritan Woman  

To appreciate the dialogue between Jesus and the Samaritan woman we should revisit the Old 

Testaments history.  The Jewish kingdom was divided into two- the north and the south. They used to be 

a united nation under the one true God, but at a certain point the northern kingdom split from the 

south.  What’s more is Assyria conquered Samaria (the northern kingdom) and thus the population 

there and throughout the Assyrian empire became intermingled to the point that the Samaritans were 

no longer recognizable as God’s chosen people. 

So Jerusalem (the southern kingdom) viewed Samaria (the northern kingdom) as traitors basically, and 

Jews didn’t acknowledge them as part of the chosen people any more.  In short, the Samaritans thought 

they were still God’s chosen people, but the Jews didn’t think this.  

The Gospel of Luke recounts an episode when a Samaritan town did not welcome Jesus and his disciples 

as they were passing through, because they were journeying to Jerusalem.  

But later, when Jesus and his disciples passed through a Samaritan town, Jesus decided to rest at what 

was called Jacob’s well at about noon, and sent his disciples into town to buy food. 

Read John 4: 4-6  

This was quite strange for a man to rest at the well at the hottest part of the day when he has no bucket.  

And then one lone woman approached. Quite strange for a woman to come to the well at noon, when 

the usual time should be in the morning or evening, when it would be easier to carry the heavy load of 

water at a cooler time of day. But this woman likely preferred to be alone rather than suffer rejection of 

insult from townspeople who knew her sad past and her scandalous present. Being alone was better 

than being with people who would reject her to her face.  

She was probably surprised to see a Jewish man sitting there. She may have thought that she could still 

fetch her water and not be disturbed, because a Jewish man would not normally speak to a Samaritan 

woman. She would have to suffer nothing more than awkward silence; and, having been sent away by 

five husbands, she had surely suffered worse than that.  But Jesus broke the silence and began to breach 

her defenses: “Give me a drink.”  

Read John 4:7-15 

Note that Jesus did not say, “please.” He is not being tender to this woman, as he was to the woman 

caught in adultery or the woman who washed his feet with her hair. He loves each of us uniquely, as a 

parent has a particular love for each child. He respects and responds to our history, our temperament, 

our wounds. A woman rejected by five husbands, who has given up on herself that she is willing to live 

outside of marriage with a sixth, is not likely a woman who trusts tenderness from a man. And so Jesus 

was direct, even blunt.  



She responded immediately: “How can you, a Jew, ask me, a Samaritan woman, for a drink?”She could 

have ignored him and walked away, but she answered him, and perhaps she was no longer particulairy 

respectful of any man.  

“If you knew the gift of God and who is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him and 

he would have given you living water.” When he called himself “gift of God” she likely thought he was 

referring to the fact that he was a Jew. She reminded him that he didn’t have a bucket and thus 

challenged his claim that he could acquire living water. She added, “Are you greater than our father 

Jacob, who gave us this cistern and drank from it himself…?” She asserted to this “gift of God” that she 

too is a descendant of Jacob, a member of the chosen people.  

The conversation, or bantering, continued. This itself is interesting. She could have left at any moment. If 

she walked away from a man who rudely disregarded social mores no one would blame her. But she 

stayed. There was something interesting about this strange Jewish man. He also stayed. He was not 

opposed to speaking with her. In fact, he wasn’t merely bantering, but was taking her quite seriously.  
 

Read John 4:16-19 

At some point, she took him seriously enough to ask for the living water he spoke about. He told her to 

call her husband and come back, to which she replied, “I do not have a husband.”  

Jesus abruptly retorted, “You are right in saying, ‘I do not have a husband.’ For you have had five 

husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true.”  

Why did Jesus blurt out her deepest shame? He must have known those words would hurt her. But he 

was methodically breaking through the hardness of her heart.  

Her misleading response was to put up a façade of respectability. Jesus tore it down as soon as she 

erected it. He had no interest in her attempt to “measure up.” He didn’t come to save her façade, but to 

bring salvation to her very core, to resurrect the infinite need for love which she had entombed in her 

defenses.  

Read John 4:20-22 

Her next defense was to return to the religion question, “Our ancestors worshipped on this mountain; 

but you people say that the place to worship is Jerusalem.” Jesus took down this façade as well: “You 

people worship what you do not understand; we worship what we understand. Because salvation is 

from the Jews.” As if to tell her, “You want to use belonging to the chosen people as your measure?” If 

you subject yourself to that measure, you won’t measure up either.” Jesus was not rejecting her; he was 

rejecting her attempt to “measure up.”  

Read John 4:23-25 

He then proclaimed to her, “The hour is coming, and is now here, when true worshippers will worship 

the Father in Spirit and truth; and indeed the Father seeks such people to worship him.”  

Having been stripped of her defenses, how could she respond to words she probably did not even 

understand? All she had left was the cry of her heart, “I know that the Messiah is coming, the one called 



the Anointed; when he comes, he will tell us everything.” Something at the depth of her being knows 

that the Messiah is coming for her. Whether she be “respectable” or not, whether “chosen” or not. 

Something in her knows.  

This cry was not a façade, but the first true defense she expressed- she was defending her humanity. She 

was faithfully uttering what God had written in her heart, what which she had not dared to utter to 

anyone; for such an admission leaves you vulnerable, and such vulnerability had become impossible for 

her after so much hurt… until this man, who waited for her at the well.  

Read John 4:26-30 

And with this cry, Jesus found the treasure for which he was digging. He set free the cry to which he is 

the Answer: “I know that the Messiah is coming”… she cried “I am he, the one who is speaking with 

you.” Could this man really be the Messiah? This was not a Messiah of power and fury. This was a Jewish 

man who looked like any other. But this Jewish man was sitting at a well in Samaria, waiting for her. He 

sent all of his disciples to buy food, because he likely knew that she would not approach if there were a 

group of men there. She might have been afraid. One lone man at the well? Nothing to be afraid of.  

Let’s go back to Jesus’ blurting of her shame. It was hurtful, but necessary. He could not allow her to 

walk away from that well thinking, “he seems to take me seriously, he seems to be concerned for me, 

but if he really knew about me…” If he didn’t reveal that he knew her shame, then his love would not 

have pierced her defenses. Her parched heart would still thirst for the living water that he was waiting at 

that well to give her.  

Sometimes fathers act like this. The yare harsh sometimes and very direct, but they love us. The 

Samaritan woman has met the face of the Father in Jesus. She has seen in him a love that is truer than 

any love, or façade of love, that she has experienced before.  

When the disciples returned, the woman ran into town and cried out to the townspeople, “Come see a 

man who told me everything I have done. Could he possibly be the Messiah?” 

What a strange spectacle she must have been. The townspeople must have known her past. Why would 

she be happy to have someone recount it back to her? But her joy was genuine and infectious. Because 

of her, many townspeople came to see Jesus and began to believe him.  

The woman at the well in Samaria was a better witness to Jesus than Jesus himself could have been in 

that Samaritan town. Her townspeople shared with her the long history of animosity between 

Samaritans and Jews. How could Jesus bridge such a longstanding rift? Through one of their own.  

The woman at the well had a sketchy past, but the townspeople knew her. It is perhaps because they 

knew her well that they were so surprised by her transformation. Whether or not they had taken her 

seriously, the new life they saw in her could not be dismissed. They were curious, and open, to the only 

explanation she could give, a Jewish man at the well. Could he possibly be the Messiah?  

Jesus, in some sense, had taken flesh in the new life that radiated from the beloved woman of Samaria.  

The incarnation will know no bounds. The Word made flesh will seek to bridge every chasm. Person by 

person, face by face, heart by heart.  



“I will give you a new heart, and place a new spirit within you, taking from your bodies your stony hearts 

and giving you natural hearts” (Ez 36:26).  

 

 

 


